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1. Introduction and
conclusion

1.1. PURPOSE AND CONCLUSION 

1. Ths report concerns the extent to whch the Dnsh Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the
nteror supports the muncptes n ther efforts towrds chdren n cre. n 2014, p-
proxmtey 11,000 chdren – correspondng to 1 per cent of  Dnsh chdren – ged be-
tween 0 nd 17 were pced wy from ther home, ether wth foster fmes or n nsttu-
tons. n 2014, the muncptes’ expendture for pcements ws DKK 9.3 bon, of whch
the government funded pproxmtey DKK 600 mon.

2. n the pst ten yers, muncptes hve, on occson, fed to supervse chdren n
cre dequtey or fed to tke pproprte nd tmey cton to protect chdren exposed
to buse or negect.

3. f chdren n cre do not receve the support nd ssstnce they need, the socoeco-
nomc s we s the person consequences for the chdren my be severe; there s ev-
dence tht former chdren n cre s duts re ess key to compete n educton or
fnd empoyment thn chdren who hve not been pced n cre. Moreover, former ch-
dren n cre experence more serous heth probems s duts nd more re key to com-
mt crmn offences. t foows tht mprovng the quty of cre pcements hs poten-
t benefts.

4. The Dnsh prment mpemented the reform of the Dnsh chd protecton system
n 2006 n order to mprove the pocy outcome. As prt of the reform, the provsons of
the Act on Soc Servces concernng pcement of chdren n cre were fundmenty
chnged. The obectve of the reform ws to ensure tht chdren n cre hd the sme op-
portuntes s ther peers n terms of educton, work nd fmy fe, nd ths shoud be
cheved by ftng the quty of cse processng n the muncptes. The most serous
probems tht needed to be ddressed were outned n the comments to the b:

• Cre servces were not suffcenty tored to meet the needs of the ndvdu chd.
• The cre provded ws not dequtey foowed up.
• The chdren were not dequtey consuted on ther future.
• The effect of the cre servces ws nether documented nor mesured.

CHILDREN IN CARE 
n ths study, chdren n cre 

refers to  chdren nd young 

peope between the ges 0 to 

17 pced n cre. 

THE MINISTRY  OF 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND 
THE INTERIOR 
Reference to the Mnstry of 

Soc Affrs nd the nteror 

ncudes both the deprtment 

nd underyng gences ke 

the Nton Soc Appes 

Bord nd the Nton Bord 

of Soc Servces.  
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Wth the reform, prment wnted to mprove the quty of cre pcements for the n-
dvdu chd by requrng the muncptes to dopt  more systemtc nd thorough p-
proch to pcements. To cheve ths, the reform mposed sttutory requrements on the 
muncptes to conduct so-ced chd protecton exmntons nd work out cton 
pns for the chdren, before they were pced n cre. The reform so specfed the mun-
cptes’ obgton to consut wth the chdren on ther future, nd prescrbed the number 
of tmes the oc uthortes woud be requred to foow up on the cre servces provded 
to the ndvdu chd. Lst, the reform set out to ensure tht the effect of servces provd-
ed to chdren n cre ws documented nd mesured.  
 
5. Rgsrevsonen ntted the study n November 2015 n order to determne whether the 
Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror hs supported the muncptes’ efforts towrds 
chdren n cre. The bckground for the study s the fct tht exmntons of the munc-
ptes’ prctce n the re, crred out by the Nton Soc Appes Bord, show tht 
 rge number of cses re not processed n compnce wth the sttutory requrements 
tht were ntroduced wth the reform of the chd protecton system ten yers go. To ths 
shoud be dded tht knowedge of the outcome of pcements s mted. n her response 
of 30 uy 2015 to prment’s Commttee on Soc Affrs nd the nteror, Kren Eemnn, 
Mnster of Soc Affrs nd the nteror, sd tht the eve of knowedge bout the effect 
of the methods nd pproch empoyed to support chdren n cre s nsuffcent. 
 
The purpose of the study s to ssess whether the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nte-
ror hs supported the muncptes n ther efforts towrds chdren n cre n order to 
cheve the obectves defned for the reform of the chd protecton system. The report 
nswers the foowng questons:  
 
• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror supported the muncptes n ther 

efforts to compy wth the requrements of the reformed chd protecton system n 
terms of meetng the needs of the ndvdu chd, consutng wth the chdren on ther 
future nd foowng up on cre servces provded? 
 

• Hs the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror supported chevement of the ob-
ectves set for documentton nd mesurng of the effect of servces provded to 
chdren n cre?  
  

CHILD PROTECTION 
EXAMINATION  
The purpose of ths exmn-

ton s to dentfy the chdren’s 

strengths nd the probems 

they re fcng. The exmn-

ton s descrbed n det n 

secton 50 of the Act on Soc 

Servces. The cseworker s-

sesses the foowng spects 

n reton to the chd:  
 

• deveopment nd behvour 

• fmy 

• schoo 

• heth 

• esure ctvtes nd frend- 

shps 

• other mtters of reevnce. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht the reform of the chd protecton system hs not – n 
the perod 2006 to 2014 – dmnshed the probems t ws ment to resove. The purpose 
of the reform ws to 
 
• tor cre servces to the needs of the ndvdu chd bsed on the chd-protecton ex-

mntons nd cton pns worked out for the ndvdu chd; 
• foow up on the effect of cre provded to the ndvdu chd; 
• nvove the chdren through consuttons; 
• document nd mesure the effect of the servces provded to chdren n cre. 
 
t s Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror hs 
not supported the muncptes dequtey n ther efforts to mpement the reform of 
the chd protecton system. Through exmntons crred out n the perod 2006 to 2014, 
the mnstry ws mde been wre tht  consderbe number of pcement cses were 
not processed by the oc uthortes n compnce wth the sttutory requrements. Ths 
mens tht chd protecton exmntons nd cton pns hve not been worked out for 
mny of the chdren pced n cre durng ths perod, nor hve the uthortes consuted 
wth the chdren pror to ther pcement. Snce 2006, the mnstry hs mpemented  
number of egstve nd specfc nttves to strengthen nd mprove prctces concern-
ng pcements. Specfc nttves to strengthen cse processng hve ncuded suppe-
mentry trnng of cseworkers. However, exmntons crred out by the mnstry over 
the pst ten yers do not provde ny evdence tht cse processng hs mproved, nor s 
the mnstry be to document tht these nttves hve hd the ntended effect.  
 
Snce 2006, there hs been  rge gp between key sttutory requrements nd the prc-
tce of the oc uthortes. An ntensfed effort s therefore needed to ensure tht cses 
re processed n compnce wth the requrements nd obectves of the reform of the chd 
protecton system. 
 
t s so Rgsrevsonen’s ssessment tht the Mnstry of Soc Affrs nd the nteror 
hs not dequtey supported the muncptes n ther efforts to ensure tht the effect 
of servces provded to chdren n cre s documented nd mesured. Ths ssessment s 
bsed on the fct tht the mnstry hs ony tken few nd spordc steps to dssemnte 
toos tht coud ssst the oc uthortes nd soc servce provders n documentng 
nd mesurng the effect of cre servces. Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht the oc u-
thortes hve not come very fr n mesurng the effect of servces provded to chdren 
n cre, nd they re therefore unbe to ncorporte knowedge of the effect of the vr-
ous servces n ther mngement of the re.  
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Rgsrevsonen’s study shows tht cseworkers re requred to report  rge mount of 
dt on pcements to the Nton Soc Appes Bord for sttstc purposes. Rgsre-
vsonen fnds t mportnt tht the mnstry ensures tht these dt re beng used. The 
mnstry shoud so prortse the key dt tht re essent for montorng the effect of 
servces provded to chdren n cre, on nton eve. On nton eve, ony  few nd-
ctors mesure outcomes for chdren n cre nd the ndctors cnnot be nked to the 
type of cre tht the ndvdu chd s pced n, whch mens tht the mnstry cnnot 
montor the effect of the pcements.  
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